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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 7 June 2018

The Abstract Journey of Cheong Soo Pieng

artcommune proudly presents The Abstract Journey of Cheong Soo Pieng from 18 June — 1 July
2018. Featuring over 15 representative oil and mixed media works by revered pioneer artist
Cheong Soo Pieng, this exhibition reflects on his rich, evolving journey in the abstract
realm between the 1960s and 1970s. After becoming a full-time artist in 1961, Soo Pieng
went on a life-changing sojourn in Europe from 1961 to 1963. His oeuvre from the 1960s
onward consequently took on a broad range of themes and expressions, resulting in
several distinct and stylised abstract series.

Soo Pieng (1917 — 1983) was born in Xiamen, China. He studied at Xiamen Academy of Fine
Arts and furthered his education at Xinhua Academy of Fine Arts in Shanghai. After the
2" World War, he relocated to Singapore in 1946 to take on a teaching post at the Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA) and began his fervent amalgamation of Western and
Chinese pictorial styles. Often drawing inspiration from themes and subject matters
relating to his new, immediate environment in Southeast Asia, the landmark trip to Bali in
1952 inspired Soo Pieng (and three other pioneer artists Chen Wen Hsi, Chen Chong Swee,
Liu Kang) to reinvent groundbreaking pictorial modes culminating to the Nanyang art
style. This has been celebrated as a ‘watershed’ moment in the development of Singapore
modern art scene.

In conjunction with the exhibition, there will be an informative art talk on Cheong Soo
Pieng on 28 June, 7 — 9.30 pm, at artcommune gallery. This special talk aims to share some
interesting insights into Cheong Soo Pieng's life and art so as to allow participants to gain
more knowledge on one of the key figures in the Singapore Modern Art scene and his
prolific practice.

Exhibition Period: 18 June - 1 July 2018
Time: 12 — 7pm (daily)
Venue: artcommune gallery (address below)

Special Art Talk - Introduction to Cheong Soo Pieng:
28 June 2018, Thursday, 7 - 9.30pm
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Contact Information
artcommune gallery

231 Bain Street

Bras Basah Complex

#03-39 Singapore 180231

T: +65 63364240 M: +65 97479046
www.artcommune.com.sg

For media enquiries or high-resolution image requests, please contact:
Ms. Valerie Anne Lim
Email: valerie@artcommune.com.sg

Here are the images to some of the exhibits:

Nature, 1964, Oil on canvas, 81.5 cm x 100 cm
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Inner Vision, 1967, Oil on canvas, 90 X 121 cm

Scene, 1973, Mixed media, 88 x 92 cm
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Action, 1973, Oil on canvas, 99 x 81.5 cm

Red Sunrise, 1975, Oil and gold leaf on canvas, 51 x 76 cm



