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Chinatown Trengganu Street, 1963, Oil on canvas, 94 x 137 cm
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The Oxcart Just Passed

that time there was no light
the sound of yells had stirred
the oxcart had passed

water splashed upon the floor
the shopping basket wanting
that night for food

what were we to cook
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Sam Swee Woman, 1985, Oil on canvas, 88 x 62 cm
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Red Headscarf

and so unable to sit
unable to rest
the scarf on the head

a generation destined to poverty

forehead wrinkles deepen
hair on temples whiten
bags beneath eyes sink
skin on fingers creases
only that red is yet to
pale or fade or offload
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Opera Show, 1994, Mixed media on canvas, 75 X 110 cm
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A Lifetime

a lifetime dragged by ten long-gone curled fingers
but which finger will be able to shift me
make me angry crazy let me flutter

let me be for me

and there are too many unresolved injustices
too many grievances unsettled

and so a lifetime like this
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India Varanasi, 1996, Oil on canvas, 75 x 110 cm
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The Ganges, Counting Sand

the days pile up

the years form

each moment adds up to forever

just as the sum of every home’s door is history

each grain of sand adds up to yellow

the bricks and rocks are stamped all over with invaders’ footprints
the waves and torrents melt the battle’s edges

all pious eyes look to the Ganges

what cannot but sparkle beneath the sun

is after all the outline of departing time
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Exhibition, 1989, Oil on canvas, 75 X 110 cm
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Painting In A Painting

in the most conservative of frames

be naked go wild
take off the headscarf and sari

I am brash in the painting I want to see plenty
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Japanese Occupation War, 2017, Oil on canvas, 150 x 186 cm



